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Professor Janies Franklin Collins, taxonomist and forest pa¬ 
thologist, died in Providence (Cranston), Rhode Island on 
November 14, 1940, after a long illness. 

Profe.ssor Collins was born Di'cember 29, 18G3 in North Anson, 
Maine. He moved to Providimce in 1873, where he was educated 
in the grade and high .schools. From 1879 to 1898 he was em¬ 
ployed by the nationally known Gorham Manufacturing Com¬ 
pany as a silv('r work(‘r, di'signer and embos.ser. In his spare 
time he becana* inti'iestc'd in identifying the plants which h(‘ 
came acro.ss in his rambles over the State, and it was not long 
before he sought the as.sistancc* of Profe.ssor W. Whitman 
Bailey, hc'ad of the Department of Botany at Brown University. 
Young Collins showed su(*h inbu-est and displayed such skill in 
this fi(‘ld that Profe.ssor Bailey took him under his wing and 
as.sist('d him in obtaining a technical background for his avoca- 
tional efforts and opened the University H(Mbarium to tin* full 
play of his talent. In 1894, while still working at his trade* at 
Gorham’s, he was rewarded with an appointment as Curator of 
the Olnev Hc'ibarium at Brown Universitv. In 1898, the* Uni- 
v(‘rsity awaixl(*d him an honorary Ph.B. degree. In 1899, he 
gave up his work as a silversmith at Gorham’s to accept an 
appointment as instructor in Botany at Brown. He* was made an 
a.ssistant Profes.sor in 1905 and upon Prof(*.ssor Bailey’s retire- 
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iiKMit in 1906 lu‘ ))(*(*am(* h(‘a(l of the Di^partnuMit, in which 
position h(! reniainod until 1911. 

In 1907, this versatih* man branched out into another fii'ld 
of Botany, which was to devi'lop into the main work of his lat(‘r 
lif('. From that dat(' to 1911, while* still teachiiifj; at Bi’own, he* 
l)e*e*ame* sne‘ce*ssivel 3 ’ Collaboratoi’, Afi;e*nt anel Spe‘e*ial Ap;e*nt in 
the Offie'e* eif Fore'st Patheilofiy eif the* Uniteel State's De‘|)artme*nt 
eif Agriculture*, weirking e'hiefly iijion the* che*stniit-bark dise*ase*. 
Tlu'ii in 1913, whe*n the* late Di‘. Have*n Me'tcalf e)pe*ne*d up a 
braiH’h labeii'ateiry of the* Office* eif Feire'st Patheileigy at Bi’eiwn 
Unive'rsity to ele*al with the* elise*ase‘s eef eirnanu'ntal tree's anel 
shi’ubs, ('e)llins was maele* Feire'St Patheileigist anel place*d in 
charge*. He* was subse*e|ue*ntly appe)inte*d Pathejleigist and Se*nie>r 
Pathole)gist-in-('harge*. He* elid not give* up his inte*re*st in tax- 
onemiy at any time* eluring this pe'iieiel, but still spent his sjiare* 
time* colle;e*ting plants anel buileling uj) his eewn he*rbarium. He* 
was the* une)ffie*ial taxonemiist for the* Offie-e* eef Feire'st 
anel at varieius time's in se've'ial jiatheilogie-al inve-stigations was 
calle*el ujiem tei seilve* the* taxoneimic aspe*e*ts eif the*se* jiroble'ms. 
He* e'emtinueul tei se*rve* as ('urateu* eif the 01ne*v He*rbaj’ium anel 
was ajipeiinte'd De'inemstrator anel Le*e*ture*r in Beitany, in which 
he^noi’ary jiejsitiems he* se‘rve*d until the* time* eif his i'e*tireme*nt 
from the* (le)ve*rnme*nt se*rvice* in 1933. 

The* tuiu'tions of the* Provide*ne‘e,* Office anel Labeerateirv whie‘h 
Ceillins aelministe*red we*re* in ge*ne*ral two:—eliagneisis eif elise*ases 
eif shade* and eirname'iital trees anel shrubs freim spe'e*inie*ns sub- 
mitteel by corre'sponde'iits e)ve*r the* e*ntire* Unite*d States, and 
sugge'stiems for e*e)ntie)l; inve*stigations eif such dise*ase*s as ne*e*eleel 
particular atte*ntion be*cause* eif the'ii* neive'ltv eu* immine*nt or 
jio.ssible* elange*r. The; first project e*ame tei be* a ve*i*y imiieirtant 
erne*. I'l'om the* meiele'st numbe*r eif 8 I'e'eiue'sts for eliagnosis e>r 

infeirmatiem in 1913, the* numbe*i* gie'w tei 1 ,()00 in 1932. dlie* 

meire* sj)e*e*ial seirts eif jue)je*e*ts ine*Iuele*el the* feilleiwing: e'lu'stiiut- 
bark elise*ase: white*-pine* bliste*r-rust; elise*ase*s eif e*amphe)r, 
rhejde)ele*nelre)ns, beixweieiel, re)se*s anel Lawson e*ypre*ss; ne*e*elle*- 
blight eel while* pine*; Kure)pe*an larch e*anke*r; willeiw se*ab; 
Iiehnncll<)j)f<is disease* eif fii-s; (.^ifi<)s])t)r<i anel S])h<irr<>psis di.se*ase*s 
e)f e*e)nife*rs. 

The* te*e*hnie*al aspe*cts eef the* weeik just me*ntie)ne*d we*re* as- 
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signed for the most part to members of his staff. A third typ(* 
of investigation was (mtirely Collins’ own. He early applied his 
energies and his eommon scmse to the problems of the care and 
treatment of shade trees and his substantial aeeomplishments 
along this line laid th(‘ foundations for the scientific care of shade 
trees and earned him the title of “Father of Tree Surgery”. He 
was responsible for four improvements in the protection of orna- 
numtal trees:—1) scientific methods of trimming, (dc., instead 
of the crude tree-butchciy too commonly practiced; 2) th(' open 
cavity, properly mad('; 3) a wood-filk'r for cavities instead of the 
inelastic cement; 4) a sawdust-asphalt mi.xture for a more flexil)le 
filling. He had th(‘ two latter cavity-fill(‘rs patented by the 
United States Department of Agriculture to make the methods 
available to the public. His Farimus’ BiUletin number 1178 on 




Free Surgery” ran through 9 editions and revisions from 1920 
to 1934, with a total of 210,000 copies, and Farmers’ Bulletin 


number 1726, “Tr(‘atmeut and C'are of Tree Wounds,” five 
editions from 1934 to the pn'sent tinu', totalling 160,000 copies. 

Collins was an expend on the higher plants, ferns and mosses. 
He was moderately we'll-inforiiK^d about the fungi. He had an 
especially intimate knowledge f)f the natural history of Rhode 
Island. He knew every corner of the State?, ever}" crossroad, 
path and brook. He collected widely with other members of the 
New England Be)tanical Club, me)re e\spe'cially in Alaine anel the* 
Gasp6 Peninsula, In the latte*r region he with his colleagues eliei 
a great deal of exploring of hitherto uncharted territory and 
because of his exple)ration eef one mountain that j^eak now bears 
the name of “IMount Ce)llins” and is so acce'pted by the Canadian 
Geological Survey. lu his later work for the Government, he 
travelled consid(‘rablv in this countrv to studv trees and their 
diseases, the nation’s forests and parks. 

Collins’ publications numbered over 100, with about a score 
each on the mosses and the ch(*stnut-blight, and the others on 
ferns, local floras and miscellaneous higher plants. Outside of 
his “Tree Surgery” Bulletin, his best known work was “Key to 
New England Tn'es, Wild and Cultivated”, with Howard W. 
Preston. 

Collins was a member of the following organizations:— 
American Association for the Advancenu'nt of Science (Fellow), 
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Amcriran Fori'stry Association, Ainoi'ican Phvtojiathological 
Society (Charter Mi'inbia*), Botanical SociiOy of Ani(*rica, 
Jossclyn Botanical Society of Maiiu* (Chairman of Bryophyti; 
C'omniittci' for 10 years), National Geographic Soci(‘ty, New 
Kngland Botanical (duh (('oinmittee on Check List, 1001-1011), 
Rhodi' Island Botanical Club (one of founders and Pi’csidiuit 
s(‘veral years), Rhod(‘ Island Fiidd Naturalists ('lub (President 
3 years, and member of Executive Committ(‘e 4 yi'ars), Rhode 
Island Horticultural SociiOy (Botanist 4 years, on Lecture* 


Committee* 2 yeiars), Sigma Xi, Brown University Chapter 
(Treasurer 2 years), Sullivant AIoss Seiciety, Teirrey Botanical 
Club. From 1020 tee 103G Collins was an Asseiciate* Keliteir eif 
R.HOi)on.\, fre*e'ly giving his se*rvices in the* pre*paratie)n eif illus- 

tratieens. 

C'ollins was a me*e*hanie*al genius, typie-ally Yanke*e. He was 
e‘X])ert in the u.se* eil all kinels eif teieils and in the* utilization eif all 
kinds of mate*)ials, but the* lack eif complie*ate*d teiols e>r of spe*e*ial 
materials was nei obstae*le to him. With the simj)le*st eif facilities, 
he* ceiuld make unbelie'vable! things. In the 5 anel 10 ce*nt store 
he* could find small items whie‘h he* etould put te) a elozen us(*s, 
c.he*a]) glassware that obviated the jiurchase eif more* expensive* 
mat(*rial from the* supjily he)u.se*s. Ne'ithe*)’ was lae*k of physical 
space any hindrance or soure*e' eif elise*ourag(*me'nt. He* cemld 
make* an offie'e out eif a jiillbeix and a laborateiry eeut of a close*t, 
by ecemomie-ally using e'vcry e*ubic inch of veilunie. Feilding or 
sliding tallies iind benches, shelves on e*verv available* bit of wall 
space and e*ve‘n suspended freim the e^eiling, .se‘ts of elrawe*rs and 
cases ingenieiusly arrangetl jirovide'e! weirking eir steerage sjiace 
whe*re beith api)e'are*d impei.ssible. A few blae*k e*urtains pulled 
eleiwn from the* e*e*iling and the projie'r ai'ray eif foleling benches 
slipped fi'eem tlu'ir cate*he*s wemld firoviele* a elark-reieun in the* 
eeiriH'r ne*ai‘ the* sink, ('eellins liked to tinke*i'; if he* was e‘ve*r 
hapj)ie*i’ de)ing anything tluin e*e)llecting anel e*aring leer his plants, 
it was whe*n he* hael teieels in his hands. Phis pre)])en.sity tinel 
('e)llins’ unfailing goeiel nature* we're* ofte*n take*n advantage eef by 
his ceelleague's (including the writer). It was soon founel that if 
he* were aske-el outright to eh) se)m(* little* jeeb, he* was seemewhat 
re'luctant te) unde*rtak(' it anel did neit kne)w if he* had the* time. 
The* j)re)|)e‘r ineiele* e)f ai)pi‘e)ae*h was te) l)i’ing a plan or some ma- 
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torials or a little job partly done and ask him what was tin* best 
way of doing it or how it could be improved. Then Collins 
would inspect what was e.^^sentially the luny look at it alternately 
over and through his half-lens glasses, make vaiu'd comments 
and suggestions, and always (Uid by i-emarking that h(‘ was busy 
at the time, but that if the particular thing were left with him, 
he would S(‘e what he could do with it. Invariabh' in a brief 
spell, the job was compl('t('ly and ingenuously finish(*d. 

In addition to iK'ing a skillenl worker in most of the ordinaiy 
types of trades and an (‘xpeni teichnician, Collins was an accom¬ 
plished photographer, an aitist in pi(‘i)aring 
herbarium sj)(‘cimens, and not unhandy with pen and pencil. 

Personally, Collins was a (h'lightful soul. He was quiet, 
modest, reseu’ved, but very kindly and companionable. He* was 
of even disposition, the kind that ‘Cve'ai’S well”. He knew when 
to speak and when te) listen. He posses.sed a humor that was 
twinkling rather than sparkling. He had a remarkable memory 
for names, places and facts. His sagacious and practical advice 
was always ce)mforting as well as e'ulightening. He* was ab¬ 
stemious anel spartan in his own life, but ne'vertheless posses.sed 
a peu’sonal warmth that was ofte*n unsuspecte*d. He was endowed 
with Yankee “horse-sen.se*”. He* vienved life philosophically, 
and pas.sed through his long, last illne.ss with patience and 
oe)urage, calmly awaiting the* end which he* foresaw ten years ago. 

There pa.ssed a ]\IAN, e)ne* e)f unque*stione*el ability, attainme'iits 
and culture, who chose to ave)iel the swirl of complicated modern 
existence and to live as a quiet botanist. 


Bkown Univeusity. 

Provide*ne*e*, Rhode Island. 



